
PA Prison System
a. Pennsylvania currently imprisons more than 51,000 people and expects to incarcerate approxi-
mately 55,000 by 2014. 

b. Pennsylvania spends $33,000 a year per prisoner. Meanwhile the state spends about $11,000 a 
year per student in the Philadelphia public school system.

c. Seventeen percent of people in Pennsylvania prisons are serving time on drug charges. All the 
leading research suggests drug addiction is a social problem requiring treatment, not incarcera-
tion. 

d. Approximately half of those in prison in Pennsylvania are black, even though African Americans 
are only 13 percent of the population. Latinos account for 11 percent of prisoners but only 5 percent 
of the population.

e. In 2007, one in 28 adults in Pennsylvania were in prison, on probation, or on parole.

f. In 1980, Pennsylvania imprisoned 8,000 people in nine prisons for a total cost of $94 million. In 2010 
Pennsylvania imprisoned 51,000 people in 27 prisons for a total cost of $1.7 billion.

PA Budget & Prison Expansion
a. According to the Education Law Center, the current Pennsylvania budget cuts $961 million from 
education spending from kindergarten through college. 

b. Pennsylvania plans to spend more than $685 million to expand its prison system. The Department 
of Corrections received an 11% increase, $186 million, to its budget this year. Its overall operating 
budget is more than $1.8 billion.

c. Graterford expansion expected to cost $400 million for two new facilities, including a new death 
row and a new women’s facility.

d. Pennsylvania plans to expand nine prisons throughout the state and build three new prisons. 
These constructions will add more than 8,000 new beds to the state prison system. These plans 
include two new prisons at Graterford (SCI Phoenix East and West) and one at Benner Township. 

e. Pennsylvania led the nation in prison growth in 2010; it added more than 2,000 prisoners at a time 
when other states saw their prison system shrink.

Hill International
a. Hill International is a multinational construction management company. It is expected to receive 
approximately $14 million for managing the construction of the new Graterford prisons.

Sources: PA Commission of Sentencing 2009 Annual Report; Cost & Population Report and SIP 2010 Report; Temple Tuition Rate 
Schedule; Penn State Tuition Rate Schedule; Patriot News: Hard Times for Taxpayers; PA Office of General Services; Education 
Law Center; PA Department of Corrections.

Decarcerate PA Fact Sheet for Aug 17 Rally


