
While Governor Corbett 
slashes budgets for 
education and social 
programs, Pennsylvania 
is spending $685 million 
in new funds for prison 
expansion.  This money will 
fund the construction of 
three new state prisons 
and expand nine others.

Two of these prisons are 
being built on the grounds 
of SCI Graterford in 
Montgomery County.  The 
expansion will double the 
current size of Graterford 
prison at a projected cost 
of $400 million, and includes 
the construction of a 100 bed 
death row and a women’s 
unit.  From now until August 
30, the state is accepting 
bids for who will actually 
build these projects, but 
multinational corporation Hill 
International has already 
been selected to manage the construction.  They will receive $14 million from the state 
of Pennsylvania to assist in the building of these new prisons.  

We believe that this is an outrage.  Hill International should not be making huge profits 
while our communities are being torn apart by mass incarceration.   Public money is 
better spent on education, job training and placement, drug and alcohol treatment, 
economic assistance, affordable childcare and non-punitive programs that address the 
root causes of violence in our communities.  

Hill International has no right to profit by building prisons with public money!

We demand that Governor Corbett fund education and social services, not 
incarceration!

We demand no new prisons!

NO NEW PRISONS!
Pennsylvania Prison Construction 2011-2014

Total New Beds: 8118
Total Cost: $685,300,000



Call Governor Corbett and say:
“Fund Schools NOT Prisons! Stop 
building new prisons in PA!”
Governor Corbett’s Office: (717) 787-2500
One small step towards making some of these changes is a 
bill called SB100, which includes reforms that enhance re-
entry efforts, promotes alternative sentencing, implements 
county probation programs and provides a pathway to 
moving those with short minimum sentences to community 
corrections.  DecarceratePA supports this bill and encour-
ages similar efforts to reduce Pennsylvania’s prison popu-
lation.

Contact your legislators and tell them you support the passage of SB100.  You can find 
the contact information for your legislators at: 

www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/findyourlegislator/

JOIN DECARCERATE PA!
DecarceratePA is a coalition of organizations and individuals seeking an end to mass 
incarceration and the harms it brings our many communities. DecarceratePA seeks 
mechanisms to establish and maintain whole, healthy communities and believes that 
imprisonment exacerbates the problems we face. DecareceratePA  therefore seeks 
an immediate and lasting moratorium on all new prisons: no new prisons, no new 
county or city jails, no prison expansions, no new beds in county jails, no immigrant 
detention facilities, no private prisons. We also work to pass legislation that keeps 
people out of prison.  Such steps are necessary to secure socially responsible, per-
sonally secure, and economically viable communities in our state.

We meet every 2nd Tuesday and 4th Monday of the month at the Institute for Com-
munity Justice (21 S 12th Street, 7th floor).  Our next meeting is on Monday, August 
22nd. We would love for you to join us and get involved with the campaign!

contact us at decarceratePA@gmail.com or visit our website at decarceratePA.info


