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Right now, two primary strategies are used
by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:
Life-Without-Parole sentences and the
Office of Victim Advocate. 

Life-Without-Parole sentences, also known
as Death By Incarceration (or DBI), are
mandatory for any adult convicted of first-
or second-degree murder. There are
currently over 5,300 people serving DBI in
Pennsylvania, representing over 10% of the
incarcerated population. 

In 2019, in response to statewide pressure
to end mandatory DBI sentences, the
Pennsylvania Office of Victim Advocate
(OVA) conducted a survey of surviving
family members registered with their office.
Out of 312 people who responded, 284 did
not support parole eligibility of any kind.   
 Yet registered victims do not represent the
full population of Pennsylvanians who have
lost loved ones to violence. In particular,
“the only group of individuals who are
overrepresented among registered victims
are White residents, while Black residents
appear vastly underrepresented.” 

Communities that are most impacted by the
epidemic of violence are also most
impacted by incarceration. This report
provides an alternate viewpoint to the
OVA’s survey by highlighting the voices of 

The Pennsylvania legislature pass
legislation to end Life-Without-Parole
sentences directly (such as Senate Bill
135), and provide a pathway to parole
for everyone serving virtual life
sentences by enacting medical and
geriatric parole (such as Senate Bill
835). 

“dual victims,” people who have lost a
family member to homicide and who either
are currently or formerly incarcerated
themselves or have a family member who is
currently or formerly incarcerated. 

In contrast to the OVA’s findings, the 104
dual victims we surveyed believe in
rehabilitation, not incarceration. 54% of
dual victims surveyed did not believe that
the incarceration of the person who killed
their loved one contributed to their healing,
and 62% did not believe it contributed to
their safety. Instead, dual victims supported
multiple different strategies for addressing
violence. 94% of dual victims surveyed
supported parole eligibility for the person
who was convicted of killing their loved
one. 

Based on the results of our survey, we
recommend:

Executive Summary 
What can be done to reduce
homicide in Pennsylvania
and heal its lasting effects?
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The Commonwealth divest resources
from incarceration and invest them in
healing the communities most impacted
by violence, through restorative justice
programs, reentry programs, trauma
healing programs, and financial
investment in the community. 

The Office of Victim Advocate publicly
acknowledge the links between criminal
justice reform and public safety, and
transform its services to support
individuals and communities most
impacted by violence, including those
who have been excluded or overlooked
by traditional OVA services. 

Second chances don't
diminish justice, but fulfill it.

1 . Pennsylvania Office of Victim Advocate, “Murder 2 Survey Stats,”
https://www.ova.pa.gov/Resources/Documents/Key%20Issues/Murder%202%20Survey%20Stats%20-%20FINAL.pdf
2 . Abolitionist Law Center, “The Pennsylvania OVA: Criminalization, Punishment, and Retribution under Jennifer Storm,” February 2021,
https://abolitionistlawcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/OVA-REPORT-FINAL-02-05-21-1.pdf 
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Across our state, families, loved ones, and
neighborhoods are grieving. Every murder is
not a statistic, it is a human life tragically
cut short, and the impacts are felt for years. 

Created in 1995, the Office of Victim
Advocate (or OVA) is charged with
advocating for the rights of crime victims
and survivors within the criminal legal
system. However, the OVA offers few
services for victims whose case did not
result in incarceration or state supervision,
a group which is disproportionately urban.
This is especially troubling because
between 2008 and 2017 in Pennsylvania,
one third of murders did not result in an
arrest, and half of that third came from
Philadelphia. Additionally, the OVA does
not provide services for victims and
survivors who are themselves incarcerated.
As a result of this, “the only group of
individuals who are overrepresented among
registered victims are White residents,
while Black residents appear vastly
underrepresented.” 

Many of the people excluded by the OVA–
urban victims, victims of color, and
incarcerated victims–are what we term
“dual victims,” people who have lost a
family member to homicide and who either
are currently or formerly incarcerated
themselves or have a family member who is
currently or formerly incarcerated. 

Research by the federal Department of
Justice demonstrates that traditional
responses to violence by the criminal legal
system frequently exclude dual victims, and
that linking healing services with
punishment and incarceration discourages
dual victims from seeking and receiving the
healing they need. The needs and interests
of these dual victims are rarely considered
by policymakers and they are often
excluded from services provided by the OVA
(only 14% of our survey respondents were
registered with the OVA).

The OVA’s exclusion of many victims warps
its mission. In practice, its main function is
to further the agenda of mass incarceration.
A report by the Abolitionist Law Center
summarizes the office like this:

Background
2020 and 2021 both saw 
an increase in homicide 
in Pennsylvania. 

“[T]he OVA offers next to nothing by
way of programming for crime victims,
and essentially functions as a
taxpayer-funded lobbying arm for
punitive legislation. The OVA only
speaks for victims when there is an
opportunity for punishment. It does
not speak for victims of state violence,
for victims in jails and prisons, for
victims of police violence, for victims
whose loved ones are incarcerated, for
victims in favor of restorative justice,
or for victims whose communities have
been ravaged for decades by imposed
poverty, racist policing and an
apartheid criminal justice system... 
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In contrast, our survey sought to lift up the
voices of those impacted by homicide and
incarceration. Between March and
November of 2021, the survey was
distributed online, through the mail, and in
person at events. It was also mailed to
people inside Pennsylvania state prisons.
While the COVID-19 pandemic and the
difficulties in talking about experiences of
violence and loss limited the scope of the
survey, we believe that this report shows
not just the breadth of experience of dual
victims, but also their depth of wisdom in
proposing concrete solutions to violence in
Pennsylvania. This survey came to be
through the dedicated efforts of members
of the Coalition to Abolish Death By
Incarceration (CADBI) and our allies at
Victim/Witness Services of South
Philadelphia, Straight Ahead Organization,
Healing Communities USA, and others. 

Out of 129 respondents who shared their
stories of losing a loved one to violence
with us, 104 were dual victims in at least
one way: 50 were currently incarcerated, 20
were formerly incarcerated, and 89 had a
loved one who was currently or formerly
incarcerated. All results in this report are
out of respondents who were dual victims. 

A small number (8) of these respondents
live outside Pennsylvania and/or lost
someone in an incident of violence that
occurred outside of PA.

The term “dual victims” is complicated.
Some people who have lost loved ones to
violence do not agree that incarceration is a
similar form of victimhood. Others who do
live at this intersection do not like the
language of “dual victim,” preferring “dual
survivor.” We have chosen to use this
language because it is the term used most
commonly by advocates and organizers in
the state of Pennsylvania.

...The OVA’s myopic definition of crime
is crafted to serve a singular purpose:
advocate for increased incarceration,
supervision, and inhumane treatment;
punishment for punishment’s sake—
not for public safety or for the benefit
of ‘victims.’” 7

8

3 . PA Office of Victim Advocate, “About OVA,”
https://www.ova.pa.gov/AboutOVA/Pages/default.aspx
4 . Joshua Vaughn, “Pennsylvania's Crime Victim Advocate
Definition Leaves Out Communities Most Affected by Crime,” The
Appeal, Oct. 4, 2019, https://theappeal.org/pennsylvanias-crime-
victim-definition-leaves-out-communities-most-affected-by-
crime/
5 . Abolitionist Law Center, “The Pennsylvania OVA:
Criminalization, Punishment, and Retribution under Jennifer
Storm,” February 2021, https://abolitionistlawcenter.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/11/OVA-REPORT-FINAL-02-05-21-1.pdf
6 . National Institute of Justice, "The Victim-Offender Overlap:
One Class of Crime Victim Rarely Seeks or Receives Available
Services," March 11, 2021,
https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/victim-offender-overlap-one-
class-crime-victim-rarely-seeks-or-receives-available
7 . Abolitionist, “The Pennsylvania OVA.”
8 . See, for example, Vaidya Gullapalli, “Recognizing the ‘Dual
Victim,’” The Appeal, August 30, 2019,
https://theappeal.org/recognizing-the-dual-victim/; John L. Micek,
“‘No one can ever tell me we don’t exist’: Dual victims caught in
the cracks of Pa.’s criminal justice system deserve recognition,”
Penn Capital-Star, October 23, 2019, https://www.penncapital-
star.com/commentary/no-one-can-ever-tell-me-we-dont-exist-
dual-victims-caught-in-the-cracks-of-pa-s-criminal-justice-
system-call-for-justice-john-l-micek/; Elizabeth Hardison, “These
crime victims have lost loved ones to murder — and to prison.
That’s why they want to end life without parole in Pennsylvania,”
Penn Capital-Star, August 27, 2019, https://www.penncapital-
star.com/criminal-justice/these-crime-victims-have-lost-loved-
ones-to-murder-and-to-prison-thats-why-they-want-to-end-life-
without-parole-in-pennsylvania/
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Most survey respondents identified as
Black. Fifty-nine percent of  respondents
were from Philadelphia, and 12% were from
Allegheny County. (For non-incarcerated
respondents, this statistic represents the
county they were currently living in at the
time of the survey, and for incarcerated
respondents, it represents their home
county.) About half of incarcerated
respondents were incarcerated at SCI-
Phoenix, SCI-Chester, SCI-Cambridge
Springs, SCI-Greene, or SCI-Mahanoy, with
the rest at a variety of other prisons. Most
respondents were between 30 and 70 years
old at the time they took the survey. 

Who Are Dual Victims? 
Dual victims form a diverse
community. 
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Our survey respondents roughly mirror
Pennsylvanians serving DBI sentences in
that a large proportion of them come from
Philadelphia County. At the same time, in
comparison to those serving DBI sentences,
our survey underrepresents Pennsylvanians
from counties other than Philadelphia and
Allegheny. In general, the groups of
Pennsylvanians that the OVA
disproportionately excludes are instead
over-represented in our survey respondents.

Dual victims also hold diverse experiences
of the carceral system. 49% knew that the
person who killed their loved one was
convicted and incarcerated as a result of
the homicide, 34% knew that the person
was not incarcerated, and 17% did not
know. 

5

In terms of race and county, the dual
victims who responded to our survey are
roughly comparable to Pennsylvanians
impacted by homicide and DBI, as measured
by the FBI’s Universal Crime Reporting
Program and the PA Department of
Corrections. Similarly to our survey
respondents, Black Pennsylvanians make up
a large majority of homicide victims and a
large majority of those serving DBI
sentences. Though differences in how race
and ethnicity is tallied in each source make
exact comparisons difficult, it appears that
our survey respondents include a larger
proportion of Hispanic Pennsylvanians and
a small proportion of White Pennsylvanians
than both homicide victims and people
serving DBI sentences. 

9 . FBI Crime Data Explorer, https://crime-data-explorer.app.cloud.gov/pages/explorer/crime/shr. The FBI uses data from two separate questions on race and ethnicity, each of which had
mutually exclusive answers. The race question included the following categories: Black or African American, White, Asian, Native Hawaiian, and American Indian or Alaska Native. The
ethnicity question included the following categories: Hispanic and non-Hispanic. For comparability to survey results, we present the percentage of victims who identify as Hispanic in the
“Latin@/Hispanic” row, and percentages by race in other rows. The overlap of victims who identified as Hispanic AND a racial category means that totals add to more than 100%. 
10 . PA Department of Corrections, Annual Statistical Report. https://www.cor.pa.gov/About%20Us/Statistics/Documents/Reports/2019%20Annual%20Statistical%20Report.pdf Percentages
for race and ethnicity come from Table 19: Uniform Crime Report Offense Groupings by Inmate Race and Gender as of December 31, 2019. We tallied the numbers of people incarcerated for
first- or second-degree murder as a proxy for people serving DBI sentences, as DBI (or rarely, the death penalty) is the mandatory sentence for these charges. In these data, all racial/ethnic
categories are mutually exclusive. Percentages for county come from the 2019 data displayed in Table 25: Ten Highest Counties with Inmates Serving a Life Sentence Calendar Years 2018
and 2019. 
 11 . In our survey, categories for race and ethnicity were not mutually exclusive – respondents could select all categories they identified with. See the Methodology section for details.
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For those who have lost people close to
them to violence, the healing process never
truly ends. For dual victims, healing is even
more elusive. The criminal legal system
often exacerbates the suffering and trauma,
both for those who are punished and those
who are seeking justice. One of the most
common themes expressed by survey
respondents was a lack of healing.

Many dual victims sought healing outside
of the criminal legal system with strategies
that were within reach for them. In answer
to the question, “What has healing looked
like for you in the time since the person
close to you was killed?,” respondents
named the importance of counseling,
religious and spiritual practice, and time.
Many people named faith as a key part of
healing. 

How Do Dual Victims Heal? 

Lack of Healing

I wasn't even able to go to my
sister's funeral! Healing in
prison is a farce on that level
because staff don't allow it.

It's very difficult and even more
so when there aren't answers
and there's a lack of
compassion and communication
on the part of the authorities
responsible for the case.

You never heal, you keep living
because you have to.

Self-Healing Strategies

For me once I put my mother in
the ground I thought the
healing would start. Instead I
became angry at the world. In
hindsight I needed counseling.

The first step is realizing you need
to be healed. Then you must
become vulnerable to the emotion
that's keeping you sick. Then be
transparent by it all out in the
open, and don't be afraid to feel
again. Talk to your pastor,
counselor or confidant about the
stages of grief and forgiveness.
Take one step at a time forward
on your path to healing.
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No response was more common than
forgiveness and reconciliation, often but
not always connected with someone’s faith
or spirituality. 34 people spoke about
offering forgiveness to the person who took
the life, aspiring to forgive, or receiving
forgiveness from a loved one of a person
they killed. Many respondents named
something they wished to say to the person
who killed their loved one, even speaking
“directly” to that person through their
survey responses, and only 7 respondents
said they wouldn’t say anything. As a part of
their healing process, several people
wanted to learn more from the person who
killed their loved one about why the death
occurred. Sixteen respondents asked “why?”
as part of their written answers to the
question of what they would say to the
person who killed their loved one.

This is traumatic… and with
understanding, belief in
someone or something greater
than us will help guide us
through this ordeal.

I fell and lost my only
pregnancy after hearing the
news, so I lost so much so
quickly. But because I was a
teenager with my grandmother
and great-grandmother around
to talk and cry to, I felt like it'd
get better just because, and it
did. It has looked like healing
comes from talking it out,
allowing yourself to be angry,
and then circling back to things
the deceased taught you and
showed you, and following
through in a way which honors
that person. 

Reconciliation 
               & Forgiveness

I forgive you. Nothing either
one of us does can bring [name
redacted by respondent] back,
but we can work together to
keep their memory alive and do
right by the victim's family.
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I would like to talk to the young
man who killed Yusuf and
understand what happened. I
would like for him to get
support… You robbed me of a
person who I had poured a lot
of myself into in order for him
to do better in life, and in doing
so broke my heart. Writing this,
my heart breaks again. From
what I understand, you are also
a young person. I don't have to
know your life story in order to
know that the state-
government, hospitals, schools,
have treated you like a criminal
since you were born. I hope one
day you get a chance to see
how those things led you to
make the choice to kill a boy
named Yusuf, and I hope that
when you do, that you feel the
pain so many of us feel now,
and still find the courage to
heal and make it right.

I understand why you felt the need
to do what you did. I hope you get
help and a second chance to make
your life matter. I forgive you.

I'd ask why so I could try to
understand the reasoning behind
the action and offer my forgiveness.
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   Rebuilding Community
& Structural Change

Finally, for dual victims, justice and healing
are inseparable. They wrote that healing
comes through rebuilding community,
accountability, and addressing the root
causes of violence in Pennsylvania–ideas
that coincide with their beliefs about what
“justice” means. This healing requires
collective effort and action by all
Pennsylvanians, not just those who bear the
brunt of violence. 

To me "justice" in the case of a person 
killing another person looks like:  

Finding out the root of what caused
the person to commit the crime and
fixing it.

What would it take to heal? 

The ability to be released and
tell the story of why ending
violence in the community is a
necessity. Being active in the
community and making a
positive change.

9



If I could see the people who committed
these crimes in the community, making
a difference, and saving a generation
instead of removing them, creating a
void, and perpetuating the cycle.

Starting a community ‘anti-violence
network’ and a ‘victim's relief and
redemption program,' where all entities,
businesses, colleges, faith communities,
and law enforcement join forces to heal
the entire community, holistically.

What would it take to heal? 
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I don't think any amount of
time in prison would help him
become better, or learn from
his actions. Prison time will
not give him what he needs
to help him repair the harm.

Currently the commonwealth of
Pennsylvania invests predominantly in one
response to homicide: Death By
Incarceration. But most dual victims do not
experience healing this way. Of survey
respondents who knew the person who
killed their loved one was incarcerated, a
majority indicated that the incarceration of
that person did not lead to their safety or
healing. 

Additionally, 94% of survey respondents
who knew the person who killed their loved
one was incarcerated believed this person
should be considered for release at some
point. These results are supported by the
national Crime Survivors Speak report from
the Alliance for Safety and Justice, which
found that six in ten victims prefer shorter
prison sentences, and victims prefer holding
people accountable through options beyond
prison by a margin of three to one.

Dual Victims & Death by Incarceration
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I have been writing to the
person who killed Demetrius.
He is in prison for another
crime. He now feels very bad
about it and wishes he had not
killed him… They were both so
young, children, in a very poor
part of North Philly with poor
schools, job opportunities, etc.
Dysfunctional families, peer
pressure, etc. While [name
redacted by respondent] needs
to take responsibility, we also
know he was a victim too—of
racism, poverty, injustice, etc.”

12 . Alliance for Safety and Justice, “Crime Survivors Speak: The First-Ever National Survey of Victims’ Views on Safety and Justice,” https://allianceforsafetyandjustice.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/04/Crime-Survivors-Speak-Report-1.pdf
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End Death by Incarceration

Invest in Healing

Policy Recommendations

Pass legislation to end Life-Without-Parole sentences directly, and virtual life sentences by
enacting medical and geriatric parole. Pass Senate Bill 135 and Senate Bill 835, both currently
in the Pennsylvania Senate Judiciary Committee. This is in line with the priorities and vision of
dual victims, and with national surveys of crime victims. 

Second chances don't diminish justice, but fulfill it. 

Divest resources from incarceration and invest them in healing the communities most
impacted by violence, specifically in restorative justice programs, reentry programs, trauma
healing programs, mental and physical health care, schools, and local businesses. Restorative
Justice programs, such as Philadelphia’s Healing Futures program,   need greater funding and
greater support from courts, prosecutors, and lawmakers. 

Our research suggests that these programs will only succeed if they do not require participants
to engage with the criminal legal system, and this recommendation is backed up by federal
research. 

Investments in healing must extend to community members locked up in prisons, especially
projects designed and led by incarcerated people.   Additionally, the PA DOC must implement a
statewide plan to support inmates to access counseling, classes, and religious services amidst
the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Transform the Office of Victim Advocate

No one can ever be fully healed. My loved ones will never return,
they will never be given a second chance. However, I believe in

second chances and I believe those who committed these crimes
will live a pain I can never imagine. Healing would be these

individuals getting the help they need and being released into
society (safely) and contributing to the younger generations

through mentorship and outreach to not let the cycle repeat… As
you may infer from my responses, one of these men who murdered
didn't spend a day in prison, my emotions are incredibly raw and

there is no healing! Justice was absolutely not served in this case as
the man was able to say the crime was an accident. I have anger

with him but more with our system which will over-sentence some
and not-sentence others. We need a system which works on

rehabilitation and releases people to be better members of society.

The Pennsylvania Office of Victim Advocate must publicly acknowledge the links between
criminal justice reform and public safety. It must transform its services to support individuals
and communities most impacted by violence, including dual victims, and advocate for second
chances, restorative justice, and healing for all Pennsylvanians.

Similarly, we hope that the newly created Philadelphia Office of Victim Advocate will also
support those most impacted by homicide, and advocate for alternatives to incarceration, in
line with the demands of dual victims. 16

14



The Victim Advocate should show mercy for both sides of the coin. 
We are all victims, even the people who are incarcerated.

 
 

The Office of Victims Advocate should be there 
for EVERY family who lost a loved one 

and they should be open to redemption vs life-long punishment.

13 . Youth Art & Self-Empowerment Project, “Announcing YASP's newest program: Healing Futures!,” http://www.yasproject.com/?utm_source=Main+Media+List&utm_campaign=231ee5b67c-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_07_22_01_40_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3be4269e47-231ee5b67c-19100917 
14 . National Institute of Justice, "The Victim-Offender Overlap: One Class of Crime Victim Rarely Seeks or Receives Available Services," March 11, 2021,
https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/victim-offender-overlap-one-class-crime-victim-rarely-seeks-or-receives-available
15 . See, for example, Qu’eed Batts, Avron “JaJa” Holland, David “Dawud” Lee, and Nyako Pippen, “WEology: transformative justice behind prison walls,” https://lifelines-
project.org/2021/09/14/weology/?fbclid=IwAR2irtTDMZJp4-BfRy1UR0MOQXRceaPBsLEJeoNpoLy1c_ONukM14z8pU0A
16 . Brian Saunders, “Adara Combs to lead city's first Office of the Philadelphia Victim Advocate,” The Philadelphia Tribune, January 31, 2022,
https://www.phillytrib.com/news/local_news/adara-combs-to-lead-citys-first-office-of-the-philadelphia-victim-advocate/article_13be1a93-c387-5af9-b8a2-f18554b30180.html?
utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share
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Have you ever been incarcerated? (yes/no/I have in the past)
Have you ever had a loved one who is incarcerated? (yes/no/I have in the past)

This survey came to be through the dedicated efforts of members of the Coalition to Abolish Death By
Incarceration (CADBI) and our allies at Victim/Witness Services of South Philadelphia, Straight Ahead
Organization, Healing Communities USA, and others. We distributed the survey through email listservs,
mailings to incarcerated and non-incarcerated CADBI members, social media, events, and through our
networks, seeking participation from anyone who had lost someone close to them to violence, including
but not limited to dual victims. We translated the survey into Spanish, and one person responded to the
Spanish-language version of the survey. Obtaining responses was challenging, given the restrictions of
the COVID-19 pandemic and the sensitivity of the subject. We spoke with many people who did not fill
out the survey because it was simply too painful for them to re-open the mental and spiritual wounds
associated with the loss of a loved one. Towards the end of fielding, we also removed some questions
from the survey in an effort to reduce the amount of time it took for respondents to answer. Most
respondents (92%) took the full version, while 8% took the shortened version. Given these
circumstances, results from this survey should be considered exploratory and not a representative
sample of all dual victims. However, they provide a meaningful look at the experiences and views of a
population that is too often ignored.

We collected 129 viable responses. (This count excludes respondents that did not complete the first
page of questions, as well as duplicates.) For analyses in this report, we narrowed our responses to the
104 dual victims in the survey. Survey respondents were counted as dual victims if they a) stated that
they had lost someone close to them to homicide, AND b) answered “yes” or “I have in the past” to one
or both of the following questions:

Four dual victims noted on their survey that they lost a loved one to homicide, but the incident did not
occur in Pennsylvania. We chose to include these respondents because dual victims’ realities cross state
lines, and all of these respondents currently live in Pennsylvania. Additionally, two respondents
answered the survey multiple times. One gave identical answers; we simply removed one copy from the
analysis. The other gave nearly identical answers to quantitative questions but substantively different
qualitative responses. We counted this respondent only once in quantitative analyses but considered
both sets of qualitative responses to respect the complexity of this individual’s experiences.

Responses to the questions displayed in the “Dual victims & Death by Incarceration” section (“This
person’s incarceration has contributed to my healing/safety.” and “After serving what period of time
should the person who killed your loved one be eligible for release?”) were only asked of respondents
who knew that the person who killed their loved one was incarcerated. Notably, although currently and
formerly incarcerated people made up 67% of survey respondents overall, they made up 80% of those
who knew the person who killed their loved one was incarcerated. This means that their responses
played a larger role in shaping the data presented in the “Dual victims & Death by Incarceration”
section than other data in the report.

Methodology
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What has healing looked like for you in the time since the person close to you was killed? 
What would it take to heal?
What would you like to say to the person who killed the person or people close to you?

The question “After serving what period of time should the person who killed your loved one be eligible
for release?” was copied from the OVA’s survey of their constituency for comparability. A couple of
respondents indicated that they would select a period of time shorter than 10-15 years (the shortest
option in the OVA question) if it were an option.

The statements “This person’s incarceration has contributed to my healing” and “This person’s
incarceration has contributed to my safety” were presented with a five-point Likert scale: strongly
disagree, disagree, neither agree nor disagree, agree, strongly agree. Responses of strongly disagree
and disagree were combined for the figure, as were agree and strongly agree.

The questions about the respondents’ race/ethnicity and what justice means to them allowed for
respondents to select multiple answers. For race/ethnicity, we included a “prefer not to answer” option;
these responses were removed from the figure for clarity. In addition to the categories shown in the
chart, we included an option for respondents to identify as Asian, and none did. Similarly, we removed
three answers to the justice question that wrote in “I don’t know” for clarity.

Respondents’ county was defined as the county in which they currently live for non-incarcerated
respondents, and “home county'' for incarcerated respondents. Each non-labeled slice of the pie chart
that displays county and home county represents a Pennsylvania county that is not Philadelphia county
or Allegheny county. Four percent of respondents marked “Outside of PA” for their county or home
county.

Quotes throughout the report come from several open-ended questions in the survey:

We also left spaces for open-ended responses on other questions, such as the question about what
justice means to the respondent, and at the end of the survey. We read through all open-ended
responses to identify recurring themes. Once themes were selected, we pulled out responses that were
representative of those themes or brought out an important aspect of them. We used this distilled set of
responses to develop the narrative in the “How do dual victims heal?” section and select the quotes
shown in the report. For some easily-identifiable themes, such as asking “why?” in response to their
loved one’s death, we returned to the full set of open-ended responses to count the number of
respondents whose answer fit that theme. These counts are included with the quotes in the “How do
dual victims heal?” section.
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