
On June 6, 2015, after months of meeting and organizing, the 
Coalition to Abolish Death by Incarceration (CADBI) officially 
launched its campaign at the Vineyard Community Church in 
West Philadelphia. Over 300 people attended the launch. At this 
moving event, community members and activists, loved ones of 
those in prison, 
formerly incarcer-
ated people, chil-
dren and families, 
shared delicious 
food, personal sto-
ries, and campaign 
strategies,while 
signing hundreds 
of postcards urg-
ing legislators to 
abolish death by 
incarceration (DBI), 
more commonly 
known as life 
without parole 
(LWOP). 

Many people gave 
powerful testimo-
nies about why 
and how we must 
end DBI. Those 
currently in prison participated via phone and prerecorded audio. 

CADBI also revealed its three core demands for legislative 
change: 

1. Parole eligibility for everyone after 25 years of incarceration. 
2. Presumptive parole: automatic release after minimum date 

of sentence, with the burden of proof on the State if they 
want to continue to incarcerate the individual.

3. A maximum sentencing law that will stop the Common-
wealth from incarcerating people for indefinite periods of 
time.

CADBI is currently made up of four organizations that have been 
working for years 
to address issues 
related to the 
prison indus-
trial complex. 
Three of the 
organizations, 
Decarcerate 
PA, the Human 
Rights Coalition, 
and Fight for 
Lifers, are based 
in the com-
munity, while a 
fourth, Right to 
Redemption, is 
located within 
SCI Graterford. 

Pennsylvania 
prisons currently 
hold over 5000 
people serving 

DBI sentences. In PA, a life sentence means your natural life—it 
is a sentence that condemns you to die in prison. CADBI believes 
that death by incarceration is a violation of human rights and 
an affront to all of our humanity. Furthermore, DBI sentences 
deprive our movements and communities of the presence and 
contributions of those serving these sentences. Prisoners, their 
loved ones, our communities and movements are all nega-
tively impacted by DBI and other harsh sentencing practices. As 
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Just after midnight on May 5th, a 
group of activists with Decarcer-
ate PA sat together on the steps of 
the Capitol building in Harrisburg. 
A full moon shone overhead as 
we read excerpts from numerous 
books by incarcerated and formerly 
incarcerated people. These works 
represented the vital contributions 
to our movements, cultures, and 
communities of those most im-
pacted by mass incarceration. Had 
the Silencing Act been allowed to 
stand, such works could have been 
repressed and their authors could 
have faced legal consequences.

In October of 2014, then Governor Cor-
bett signed the Revictimization Relief 
Act, also known as the Silencing Act, into 
law. The passage of the Silencing Act was 
sparked by a commencement speech 
recorded by Mumia Abu Jamal and played 
at the graduation ceremony of his Alma 
Mater, Goddard College. Mumia’s speech 
was met with outcry by the Fraternal 
Order of Police, and the Pennsylvania 
legislature took advantage of this moment 
to quickly pass the “Revictimization Relief 
Act.” into law.

Though lawmakers claimed the Act was 
intended to help victims, Decarcerate PA 
and others viewed the bill as a cynical 
move to stop people in prison from speak-
ing out and participating in movements 

for social change. In response, we decided 
to hold a  24 Hour “speak-in” at the state 
capitol--in defiance of the law--to amplify 
the voices the state was trying to silence. 
We asked people incarcerated in PA’s 
prisons to send us statements to read on 
the capitol steps during this action. In one 
such statement, Anthony Hannah sums it 
up nicely: “The law is titled the Revictim-
ization Relief Act. It should be called: the 
Lock Them Down and Shut Them Up Act.”  

We received nearly one hundred submis-
sions, including essays, stories, poems, and 
plays. The incredible response to DPA’s 
call for submissions inspired us and guided 
our vision for the action. DPA would bring 
these words to the Capitol  to drive home 
the message that our movements will not 
be silenced by unjust legislation.

On April 28, 2015, a federal Judge struck 

down the Silencing Act, declaring 
the law “manifestly unconstitu-
tional.” This was a big victory for 
incarcerated people, for move-
ments against oppression, and for 
all who have and will benefit from 
the countless contributions of 
people in prison. 

However, the fight against silenc-
ing is far from over. There is a 
world of difference between the 
right to speak and the ability to 
be heard. Pennsylvania laws and 
policies silence people in prison 

in many different ways, and Pennsylvania 
lawmakers routinely pass legislation that 
leads to mass incarceration and erodes 
prisoners’ rights. Even though the law was 
struck down, we decided to move ahead 
with the protest.

At 11am on May 4th, the Speak-In began 
with an audio recording of the com-
mencement speech by Mumia Abu Jamal 
that had sparked the law’s passage. Fol-
lowing Mumia’s speech, formerly incarcer-
ated men and women spoke out against 
the law and members of the Youth Arts 
Empowerment Project shared  poems 
and songs. The day continued with the 
reading of the numerous works sent to us 
by people incarcerated in Pennsylvania. 
Some of these statements directly ad-

OUR MOVEMENTS WILL NOT BE SILENCED
24 HOUR SPEAK IN CELEBRATES DEFEAT OF THE SILENCING ACT 
AND DEMANDS AN END TO ALL FORMS OF SILENCING PRISONERS

whiteboard with just some of the names of incarcerated people who were represented at the speak in

Reading the words of Leonard Thompson
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In March of 2015, Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter 
released a “10-Year Master Plan for the Philadelphia 
Prison System (PPS).” The plan recommends the city 
close the House of Correction and build a new jail 
with 3000 beds, more than doubling the intended 
capacity of the existing facility.  

“Why can we find money for jails, but we can’t find money for 
our schools? We need to end stop and frisk. We need to change 
the ways in which people are put in jail for minor offenses and 
stop finding ways to put people in prison,” said Ezenwa Ilabor, a 
junior at West Philadelphia High School and member of Phila-
delphia Student Union. “Instead of more jails, why not invest in 

children’s futures?”

We believe Philadelphia does not need a new jail. The House of 
Correction can—and should—be closed. But instead of building 
more jail beds, Philadelphia needs real, systemic change. We need 
bail reform. We need an end to stop and frisk and other racist 
police practices that disproportionately channel poor people and 
people of color into the city’s jails. We need real transparency 

and accountability to end rampant overcharging in the District 
Attorney’s office and eliminate the unjust pressure on defendants 
to accept plea bargains. We need to address overcrowding and 
other human rights abuses in the Philadelphia Prison System by 
keeping people home while they await trial. We need systemic 
commitment to alternatives to incarceration that address harm, 
violence, and loss in our communities in ways that will lead to 
real transformation and healing.

That’s why Decarcerate PA – along with our allies from the 
Philadelphia Student Union, 1Love Movement, X-Offenders for 
Community Empowerment, and the Human Rights Coalition – 
have been mobilizing over the past several months to stop the 
jail expansion and change the policies and practices that keep 
Philly jails full.

“Philadelphia holds far more people in jail on cash bail than com-
parable cities like New York and Washington DC, and our court 
system moves at an excruciatingly slow pace,” said Ashley Hen-
derson, a local attorney and member of Decarcerate PA. “Nearly 
80% of people held in Philadelphia’s jails are simply waiting for 
their cases to be brought to trial. We are criminalizing people for 
being poor and warehousing people for years who haven’t been 
convicted of any crime.”

Already, this campaign has garnered public support and media 
attention, as well as a temporary but significant victory in City 
Council. On May 21st, Councilman Bobby Henon was poised to 
introduce Bill #150406, which would authorize $7.2 million dollars 
to buy land to build a new jail. Decarcerate PA caught word of 
the bill, and mobilized an immediate response. We also delivered 
a letter directly to council people outlining why jail expansion 
is not the solution to overcrowded jails. Thanks to this pressure, 
Councilman Henon did not put the bill up for a vote. 

Over the ensuing weeks, Henon kept asserting that he would 
bring the bill during the following council session. And each time, 
the #No215Jail campaign escalated our opposition. We organized 
multiple call-in days, flooding city council with hundreds of calls 
from people across the city urging policy change and full fund-
ing for public education rather than building more jail cells. We 
mobilized people to come to City Council with signs, banners, 
and our voices, to say loud and clear that a bigger jail was not 
an answer to the city’s problems. And Decarcerate PA members 
and others in the coalition testified to the devastating impacts of 
mass incarceration on our communities. 

During one of these meetings, Reggie Abdullah Carter, member 
of Decarcerate PA and the Philadelphia Community of Leaders,  
testified to the broader context of the struggle. “The continual 
building of prisons across America is a clear indication of the 
desire to maintain a deadly status quo that is based on race and 
class struggle.”

#NO215JAIL 
CAMPAIGN DELAYS 
JAIL EXPANSION 

PHILLY NEEDS BAIL REFORM AND EDUCATION FUNDING, NOT MORE PRISON BEDS

Decarcerate PA’s Reginald Abdullah Carter speaking at a No New Jails Press conference
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One of the ways of how I measure humanity is by 
the level of compassion society and its infra-
structure has for its riffraff or for those victims of 
society’s evils such as poverty, mental illnesses, 
moral absences, or failure of its educational 
system. Many victims of those evils are individu-
als that I live with every day in this place called 
prison. Some are individuals who will return to 
society in the same state, for the most part, in 
which they came here, due to neglect of sincere 
rehabilitative programs. Others among them are 
usually those that have been doomed to suffer 
for the rest of their physical life in coffins parad-
ing as correctional institutions.

If my concept in measuring humanity is sufficient 
then I am justified in my accusations that soci-
ety’s compassion for those individuals that need 
their aid more than any other are non-existent or, 
at best, a remnant of what it is to be compassion-
ate. Especially when speaking of those forgotten 
ones who are sanctioned to spend the rest of 
their life in prison.

The sign of a compassionate society and its 
inhabitants would be one that offers its criminal 
outcasts a genuine sense of hope and opportu-
nity to regain society’s trust. Yet, instead of com-
passion, those outcasts receive condemnation 
at a rapid rate. Many of us are being condemned 
to die in prison without a second 
chance or a second thought.

Such practices ultimately mean wast-
ed taxpayers’ dollars for procedures 
and policies that have produced 
little to no good results. It means 
the dismantling of family structures 
due to many families, providers, and 
caregivers being snatched up to far 
away lands - which also assists in the 
crumbling of many communities and 
their moral makeup.

So many of us that are condemned 
to die in prison are also some of 
the more ready, most fit, and most 
remorseful individuals there are 
because with our sentence we are 
forced to journey to a place deep within our-

selves –  a place where we must answer some of 
the hardest and most uncomfortable questions, 
such as: Who am I with a Life sentence?; Who do 
I want to be with this sentence?; What am I will-

ing to sacrifice or compro-
mise in regards to my Life 
sentence? 

Visiting this place is neces-
sary if we are to give our-

selves a chance to survive an institution that has 
disfigured the minds and souls of so many others 
before us. That place that we’re forced to go to is 
the beginning of a process in which we are forced 
to see that we are viewed by society as nothing 
but the scum beneath society’s boot. At the turn 
of every corner, we are told that we are valueless 
and therefore walking corpses. We are reminded 
of that by regular mistreatment by prison guards, 
by policies of the institution that say we cannot 
obtain certain trades or take certain programs. 
They say we don’t need them because we are 
never going home.

The thing is that many of us see ourselves as 
human beings and because of that we reject and 
despise this boot and what it represents, which 
leaves us with one option - to push against that 
boot in its warped sense of thinking. We push in 
such a way that screams: I AM HUMAN, I AM A 
HUMAN BEING.

That pushing is symbolic to a point where we be-
gin to attack the very core of our belief system. 
We begin to understand what remorse is, because 
it is more than being sorry for what one did. It is 
working to correct one’s wrong.

The pushing is nothing but our struggle to stand 
upright and to at least get this unfor-
giving boot on our shoulder, even if 
not for any other reason but to feel a 
sense of value and worth. We fantasize 
about this boot one day stepping off 
us and society seeing such redeemable 
men and women for what they are, but 
until that day we hope and hope and 
hope and pray and hope some more. 
Many of us have been ready for that 
day for years, decades even. We’ve 
seen the depressing pits of worthless-
ness and hopelessness and we never 
want to see it again.

If I could ask a question, it would be: 
who better to deter today’s troubled 
youth, mend the family structure, 
and rebuild communities than those 

changed men and women who at some point 
helped destroy it?

ABOLISHING DEATH BY INCARCERATION

The following statement was written by Clinton 
“Nkechi” Walker and was read at the Coalition to 
Abolish Death By Incarceration campaign launch 
on June 6, 2015. 

Clinton “Nkechi” Walker



CADBI and Right to Redemption member Felix Rosado says, “The 
lifetime confinement of people who are proven by study after 
study to pose little to no threat to public safety is not only a can-
celation of human potential but a huge waste of scarce tax dollars.”

Only one other state, Florida, holds more people in prison for life 
without parole than Pennsylvania. Pennsylvania is one of only six 
states that denies parole to all lifers. Life without parole is uncon-
stitutional in 25 countries, and the United States is the only country 
in the world that sentences children to life without parole. Over 
500 of the 2500 people nationally serving juvenile LWOP sen-
tences are held in Pennsylvania, more than anywhere else in the 
country. 

“I believe that sentencing someone to die in prison, with no hope 
of redemption, is a human rights violation,” said Robert Saleem 
Holbrook, member of CADBI and a Philadelphian who was sen-
tenced to life without parole when he was a child. CADBI seeks 
to increase the number of family members of incarcerated people 
involved in this fight, working together to develop an effective, in-
clusive strategy and organization to educate the public about this 
dehumanizing practice. Instead of sentencing adults and children, 
men and women, to die in prison, PA must invest in education, 
healthcare, jobs, housing, and transformative forms of justice that 
address root causes of violence and inequality.
     
Following the launch in June, CADBI held its first public meeting 
in July. The turnout at this meeting was excellent, with almost 100 
people in attendance. Over the coming months, CABDI will work 
to advance its demands in the legislature and in our communities. 
According to David Lee, who is serving a DBI sentence at SCI Coal 
Township, ending DBI “will require massive amounts of organizing 
and education. People must understand the facts surrounding our 
imprisonment. People in society are fed a heavy diet of propa-
ganda regarding how dangerous we are, and how we never deserve 
to be back on the outside again. We must find ways to pressure 
legislators into doing the right thing—not the politically expedient 
thing!” 

CADBI aims to create a shift in public consciousness, asking people 
across the state to consider who is really being served by making 
thousands of people—people who could be at home working to 
improve their communities—spend their entire lives in cages. 

Want to get involved in CADBI? Check out the Action Steps section 
of this newsletter to find out how to get in touch. 

Parts of this article originally appeared in Prison Health News, Issue 
25, Summer 2015. To receive a free Prison Health News subscription 
write to:

Prison Health News 
c/o Philadelphia FIGHT

1207 Chestnut Street, 2nd Floor
Philadelphia, PA 1910

DYNAMIC COALITION 
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

A busy table at the CADBI kickoff

Packed house at the CADBI kickoff

Front side of the postcard asking legislators to abolish Life Without Parole in Pennsylvania



POLICY UPDATE

DATES * UPDATES * UPDATES * UPDATES * UPDATES * UPDATES * UPDATES * UPDATES * UPDATES * UPDATES * UPDATES * UPDA

STOPPING BAD BILLS
In previous issues of this newsletter we have updated you on our efforts 
to stop a package of anti-prisoner bills designed to leverage additional 
financial penalties against incarcerated people and people facing criminal 
charges. In the last legislative session we were successful at stalling these 
bills, but in the most recent legislative session, some have been reintro-
duced. 

The worst of these bills is HB1089, introduced by Representative Stevens, 
that would authorize Pennsylvania prisons to deduct at least 25% of a pris-
oner’s wages and 50% of deposits made to a prisoner’s personal accounts 
for the purpose of collecting restitution or court costs, prisoner filing 
fees, or any other court-ordered obligation. These deductions would be in 
addition to money already authorized to be collected for existing support 
orders. This puts a huge financial burden on prisoners and their support 
systems on the outside. It would make it more difficult for family members 
to stay in touch with or financially support incarcerated loved ones, even 
though studies show that maintaining family connections is important for 
preventing people from going back to prison. 

The bill has currently passed through the House, and will go to the Senate 
Judiciary Committee this fall. Decarcerate PA is vehemently opposed to 
this legislation and all legislation designed to further penalize prisoners 
and their families. DPA will continue to pressure state senators to vote 
NO on HB1089 and will keep you informed about this and future bad bills. 
We encourage you to write letters to your own legislators urging them to 
reject these bills and attesting to the many harms they would likely cause.

FREE HEALTH 
RESOURCE COMING 
YOUR WAY
We were recently reached out to by some people who 
have been working hard with folks inside and outside 
of prison to put together a free health resource maga-
zine for prisoners. They are trying to get the magazine 
to as many people as possible, so we are sending cop-
ies to the DPA newsletter subscribers list. You should 
receive a copy sometime in the next couple of months.

“Turn It Up! Staying Strong Inside” is a one-time health 
magazine and resource guide with articles by people 
in prison about how they take care of their health; fact 
sheets and articles on nutrition, exercise, HIV, diabe-

tes and hepatitis; and a 
10-page resource list. It 
also features profiles of 
currently and formerly in-
carcerated people who’ve 
taken action for their 
health and that of others. 
If you know other folks 
who would like a copy of 
the magazine, or a bundle 
of copies to distribute, 
write to

The Sero Project
P.O. Box 1233
Milford, PA  18337 

Banner at the 24 hour speak in, featuring the words of David Lee



The Fayette Justice Project is a coalition 
of organizations fighting for justice for 
those impacted by a toxic coal ash dump 
in LaBelle, PA, sited directly adjacent to 
SCI Fayette.

After corporations, with the assistance of 
the state, have spent decades processing 
coal and dumping coal ash on the site, 
many people in the prison – including 
prisoners, prison guards, and people in the 
surrounding community – have become 
sick. Our preliminary year-long investiga-
tion of health symptoms among prisoners 
revealed a strong indication of negative 
health impacts from exposure to coal ash, 
due to the clusters and prevalence of 
symptoms consistent with exposure. (Re-
sults reported in “No Escape: Exposure 
to Toxic Coal Waste at State Correc-
tional Institute Fayette.”)

A number of organizations whose 
membership includes loved ones of 
people incarcerated at SCI Fayette have 
come together around this issue, includ-
ing the Human Rights Coalition (HRC), 
Abolitionist Law Center (ALC), Center for 
Coalfield Justice (CCJ), and Put People 
First (PPF).  We believe that it is critical 
to build power together across different 
communities in the fight to win justice for 

the people who have been harmed, and to 
prevent any others from being imprisoned 
physically and economically in an unsafe, 

toxic place.

Currently, 
ALC is spearheading a 
comprehensive health survey sent to all 
2,000 plus prisoners at SCI Fayette. HRC 
has launched a petition drive calling on 
Governor Wolf to authorize a special 
investigation into the Department of 

Corrections, and the Department of 
Environmental Protection for their 
handling of the health problems in the 
prison and the surrounding community. 
Recently, family members from across 
the state and residents of LaBelle, who 

are suffering from some of the same 
health consequences as the prisoners, 
had an opportunity to come together.

If you are interested in learning more 
about the issue, want to get involved, or 

want to refer a loved one on the outside 
to any of these organizations, please write 
to:

Human Rights Coalition
RE: Fayette
5129 Penn Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15224

If you have previously been incarcerated 
at SCI Fayette, or are currently at SCI Fay-
ette, and would like to participate in the 
anonymous health survey as a part of our 
ongoing investigation, please write to:

Abolitionist Law Center
P.O. Box 8654
Pittsburgh, PA 15221

Decarcerate PA also delivered written 
testimony from people who had been 
locked up at HOC. “When I was 17, the 
police arrested me with no evidence, the 
District Attorney decided to try me as 
an adult, and I was sent to the House of 
Correction,” said Josh Glenn of Decarcer-
ate PA. “I was held for a year and a half 
before the charges were dropped. I know 
firsthand that HOC is falling apart and the 
city must find a way to close it down. But 
building a massive new jail is not the way. 
Instead, City Council should figure out 
how to make sure no one goes through 
what I went through ever again. Right now, 
people go through it every day.”

In the end, the months of protesting paid 
off. On June 18, the final City Council ses-
sion before the summer recess, Council-
man Henon pulled the bill. Citing concerns 
from community groups, he said the City 
would hold public hearings on the expan-
sion project in the fall, before the money 
for land acquisition again came up for a 
vote. 

Decarcerate PA and the #No215Jail cam-
paign will be working diligently over the 
coming months to make sure this tem-
porary victory grows into a permanent 
cancellation of the construction and gen-
erates long term policy changes that keep 
people out of the Philly jails altogether. 

#NO215JAIL CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

ORGANIZATION HIGHLIGHT: 

FAYETTE JUSTICE PROJECT

ALC/HRCs report on toxic coal waste exposure



HELP US IMPROVE THE DPA 
NEWSLETTER!
DPA wants to know what our readers 
think about the newsletter. What do 
you like most? What would you like to 
see more of? What would you change? 
What else could the newsletter 
provide? 

To share your thoughts and ideas, write 
to us at: 

Decarcerate PA
 PO Box 40764
Phila. PA 19107

 Thank you in advance for your input. 
We look forward to hearing from you!

JOIN CADBI AND SPREAD THE 
WORD TO FAMILY AND FRIENDS:
The Coalition to Abolish Death By 
Incarceration (read more about CADBI 
on page 1) is working to bring about an 
end to life without parole and other 

harsh sentencing practices in PA. Get 
involved by writing to us at: CADBI c/o 
Decarcerate PA, PO Box 40764, Phila. 
PA 19107. If you have loved ones on the 
outside who are interested in getting 
involved, they can get in touch  at 
CADBIphilly@gmail.com and by phone 
at 267-606-0324, or check out http://
decarceratepa.info/CADBI to find out 
when the next meeting is.  

CALL FOR INTEREST IN THE 
MOVEMENT BUILDING TEAM: 
Decarcerate PA just started a new 
committee called the Movement 
Building Team. This group was created 
with the intention of broadening 
Decarcerate’s membership both in PA 
jails and prisons and on the outside. 
If you know of anyone in Philadelphia 
who would be interested in becoming 
a part of Decarcerate PA, please send 
us their name and contact information 
so we can get in touch, let them know 
about DPA campaigns and invite them 
to our meetings. 

ACTION STEPS

dressed the Silencing Act, while others 
addressed ways in which the prison 
system silences people on a daily basis, 
such as by limiting visitation rights and 
the censorship of mail. 

In one of these statements, Lamont Pugh 
writes: “No one is in your best interest 
who demands your silence, takes away 
your right to grow and speak, and de-
mands your solitude.” 

In Harrisburg, we demanded an end to all 
forms of silencing, including full media 
access to DOC prisons, an end to mail 
censorship and the restriction of people’s 
visitation rights, and an end to the use of 
solitary confinement as a means of silenc-
ing those who speak out in protest. 

The 24 hour presence maintained by 
DPA on the Capitol steps was a power-
ful experience for those involved and a 
powerful testament to the importance 
of the voices and stories of incarcerated 

men and women to movements against 
mass incarceration. After 24 hours, we de-
parted with renewed resolve to fight for 
an end to censorship and repression and 
the dismantling of  mass incarceration. 

The action demonstrated the importance 
of the voices and leadership of incarcer-
ated people to our movements in Penn-
sylvania and nationwide. The stories we 
heard both outraged and inspired us. The 
words we read made us reflect and think. 
Through it all, we envisioned how much 
stronger we would be when one day the 
people whose words we read and heard 
would be there with us in body as well as 
in word. 

Special thanks to all those who contrib-
uted writing and artwork to the 24 Hour 
Speak In and to our co-sponsors of the 
event. Thanks as well to all those who 
came out for the 24 Hour Speak In. Your 
work and energy made the event a suc-
cess and makes our movements strong! 

DECARCERATE PA

WHO WE ARE
This quarterly newsletter is intended to be 
a tool of communication and information 
between Decarcerate PA members on the 
outside and people inside of Pennsylvania 
prisons.

Decarcerate PA is a coalition of organi-
zations and individuals seeking an end to 
mass incarceration and the harms it brings 
our many communities. Decarcer ate PA 
seeks mechanisms to establish and main-
tain whole, healthy communities and be-
lieves that imprisonment exacer bates the 
problems we face. We there fore demand 
an immediate and lasting moratorium on 
all new prisons: no new prisons, no new 
county or city jails, no prison expansions, 
no new beds in county jails, no immigrant 
detention facilities, no private prisons. We 
also demand changes in policing, sentenc-
ing and legislation to reduce the prison 
population. We believe that public money 
should instead be spent on quality public 
schools, jobs and job training, community-
based reentry services, health care and 
food access, drug and alcohol treatment 
programs, stable housing, restorative forms 
of justice and non-punitive programs that 
address the root cause of violence in our 
communi ties. The task before us is as large 
as it is necessary. With your help, we can 
put an end to mass incarceration. 

If you know others who would also like to 
receive this newsletter, please encourage 
them to write us at the address below.

This newsletter is also available online at 
http://decarceratepa.info/newsletter

DECARCERATE PA
Box 40764  Philadelphia, PA 19107 

decarceratepa@gmail.com  
decarceratepa.info  (267) 217-3372

SILENCING ACT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2


